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SOUTHERN SPAIN 


HE details selected for presentation 
in this book were chosen primarily 
from the point of view of their util- 
: ity to the architect who under- 
¥} takes to design modern buildings 
R| based on Spanish prototypes. The 
Renaissance,covering thesixteenth, 
seventeenth and eighteenth cen- 
turies, produced in Spain a succes- 
sion of architectural styles which 


have been found suitable for adaptation to modern require- 
ments, especially in those parts of the New World in which 
similarities of climate and topography have combined with 
the tradition of Spanish settlement to bring about almost 
inevitably the importation of Spanish architectural forms. 
On the other hand neither the Moorish nor the magnificent 
Gothic architecture of Spain has, as yet, shown itself capable 
of graceful adaptation to modern use; hence these two styles 
lie outside the scope of this work. 
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Renaissance architecture was introduced into Spain from 
Italy at the beginning of the sixteenth century. The earliest 
Renaissance style is known as Plateresque, from platero, a 
silversmith, because the extreme delicacy of the sculptured 
ornament rivals that of silversmiths’ work. About 1560 this 
phase began to merge into the second or Classic period, dom1- 
nated by the somber temperament of Philip I] and the austere 
taste of his chief architect Juan de Herrera. After a century 
of popularity the Classic in turn was replaced by the Baroque 
and Rococo styles, characterized by florid curves and fantas- 
tic outlines, whose principal exponent was the architect Chur- 
riguera. 

y rf 7 

For a number of years after the appearance of Renais- 
sance architecture in Spain, the Gothic tradition persisted 
side by side with the new style. Gothic and Plateresque mo- 
tives were frequently combined in the same building, as in the 
Casa de las Torres in Ubeda (pages 20-22) and the Palace of 
the Marqués de la Fuensanta in Cordova (pages 28, 31-32). 
While the influence of Italy was always predominant during 
the Renaissance, the Spanish style soon developed certain 1m- 
portant characteristics of its own. Spanish architects were far 
less concerned with refinement of proportion and unity of 
scale than their Italian contemporaries. Except in the very 
finest Plateresque work, the execution of the sculptural orna- 
ment does not compare with that of the corresponding period 
in Italy, and the profiles and moldings seldom achieve the re- 


finement to be found even in mediocre Italian work. But it is 
just this comparative freedom of execution that gives to 
Spanish Renaissance architecture much of its individuality. 
In this book the moldings and other details have been drawn 
to very large scales in order to bring out their essentially 
Spanish characteristics and to facilitate a comparison be- 
tween them and their Italian prototypes. 
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The Moorish occupation, which lasted eight centuries, nat- 
urally left its mark on the Spanish Renaissance architecture 
whose beginnings coincided so closely with the completion of 
the Reconquest of Spain from the Moors in 1492. After the 
Reconquest many Moors were converted to Christianity; as 
Christians they were permitted to remain in Spain until the 
final expulsion of the Moriscos or converted Moors in 1609. 
Among the Moriscos were a number of builders and other 
craftsmen who, long after the Renaissance was well estab- 
lished, continued to employ Moorish methods of construction 
and Moorish decorative forms in buildings erected for their 
Spanish conquerors. The style thus evolved is known as 
Mudejar. No examples of this style are included in this book, 
but the patio of the Casa Mondragon in Ronda (Frontispiece 
and pages 1-5) exhibits certain Mudéjar characteristics. The 
features in later Spanish architecture which show Moorish in- 
fluence most obviously are the enclosed court or patio, at 
least partly derived from the Oriental custom of providing a 
secluded area within the walls of the house in which the 
women might enjoy the fresh air without being seen from the 
street; the iron window grille or reja, also designed for the 
protection and seclusion of the women; the use of geometric 
patterns for decoration; the very characteristic coftered 
wooden ceilings known as artesonados; and the common use 
of polychrome tile for walls, pavements, and fountains. 
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On account of the difficulties of communication in a 
mountainous country three or four centuries ago—even today 
in many localities these difficulties have not entirely dis- 
appeared—Spanish architecture frequently exhibits interest- 
ing local variations from one town to the next. The high nar- 
row doorways of Ecija (pages 39-40), the broad low arches 
and flanking twisted colonnettes of Ubeda (pages 58-63), and 
the “‘wafHe” decoration of Cordova (pages 28, 31-32, 133- 
134), are all examples of architectural features each of which 
is peculiar to a single district. We have endeavored through- 
out the book to present the greatest possible number of these 
well-defined local types. 
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The major part of the work is devoted to domestic archi- 
tecture. During the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries an 
enormous increase in wealth followed the Spanish conquests 
in America; the nobles built magnificent palaces and a gen- 
eral improvement took place in the standards of domestic 
comfort. Details from several of these great houses are illus- 
trated here, as well as a number of examples from simpler 
village dwellings. Public buildings and museums were drawn 
upon for certain details, and churches, monasteries, and hos- 
pitals furnished the rest; but only those ecclesiastical details 


were chosen which might conceivably be adapted to secular 
use. 
re y Y 

Each subject is illustrated by photographs as well as by 
drawings, so that all of the character and charm of the old 
work—its irregularities and its frequently accidental varia- 
tions—are presented side by side with the accurately meas- 
ured and carefully drawn details. For the convenience of the 
designer, all drawings are reproduced at true and commonly 
used architectural scales. 
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Many of the buildings illustrated are in a lamentable state 
of dilapidation. After centuries of neglect and abuse, some of 


the finest examples are literally crumbling away, and certain 
of the most beautiful old palaces have been so disfigured by 
conversion into casas de vecinos, or tenements, that their 
former glories can only be guessed at. Where restoration has 
been attempted the results are frequently even more unfor- 
tunate. It is our sincere hope that this book, besides fulfilling 
its main function as a source book of Spanish details, will also 
serve as a partial record of this fast disappearing architecture. 
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We are deeply indebted to Miss Margaret Palmer and Mr. 
and Mrs. Arthur Byne, of Madrid, for invaluable advice and 
assistance; to the Ilmo. Sr. D. Armando de Soto Morilla de 
Quirés for permission to photograph and measure his splendid 
collection of panelled doors and wrought iron in the Casa de 
Santa Teresa in Seville; to Sr. D. Gustavo Bacarisas, Sr. D. 
Alfonso Grosso, Sr. D. Santiago Martinez, Sr. D. Juan Lafita, 
and Sr. D. Alfonso Lasso de la Vega, for calling to our atten- 
tion a number of valuable subjects in and near Seville; to 
Miss Helen Macgregor and Mr. Francis Bruguiere for many 
helpful suggestions in the field of photography; and to all of 
the householders and custodians of ecclesiastical and public 
buildings whose perfect courtesy made it possible for us to 
secure the material presented in this volume. 
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IS NOT KNOWN. ONLY TWO SIDES OF THE CLOISTER REMAIN TODAY: THE 
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WHICH ORIGINALLY OPENED INTO THE SIDE AISLES OF THE CHURCH. THEY ARE NOW WALLED UP. THE 
CAPITALS AND ORNAMENT ARE CARVED WITH THE GREATEST REFINEMENT. 
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THIS MONUMENTAL TWO-STORY ENTRANCE IS THE ONLY DECORATIVE FEATURE IN AN OTHERWISE UN- 

ADORNED FACADE. ALTHOUGH THE DATE IS NO LONGER DECIPHERABLE, THERE CAN BE LITTLE DOUBT 

THAT THE DOORWAY WAS ERECTED BETWEEN 1570 AND 1600. THE COAT OF ARMS ILLUSTRATED ON 
PAGE 55 IS EVIDENCE THAT IT COULD NOT HAVE BEEN BUILT BEFORE 1569. 
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THESE DOORS, AS WELL AS THE OTHER EXAMPLES FROM THE SAME HOUSE WHICH ARE PRESENTED ON 
SUCCEEDING PAGES, WERE COLLECTED IN VARIOUS PARTS OF THE PROVINCES OF SEVILLE AND CADIZ 
4ND INSTALLED IN THE CASA DE SANTA TERESA—SO CALLED BECAUSE OF THE TRADITION THAT SANTA 
rERESA LIVED THERE DURING HER SOJOURN IN SEVILLE IN 1575-1576—BY THE PRESENT OWNER, SR. D. 
4RMANDO DE SOTO. THE DOORS, EXCEPT FOR ONE FARLIER EXAMPLE, DATE FROM THE SIXTEENTH 
CENTURY. IN MOST CASES THE RAILS AND STILES ARE OF PINE AND THE PANELS OF CEDAR. THE 
FRAMES, WITH TWO EXCEPTIONS WHICH WILL BE NOTED, ARE MODERN, AS ARE 
4.SO THE HINGES, BOLTS, AND OTHER METALWORK. 
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